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1. Roll Call: 
 
Village President George Peterson called the meeting to order at 3:00 pm.  Members 
present: Dan Mortensen, Craig McEwen, Dave Brula, Deb Ehster, and Village President 
George Peterson.  Also present: Administrator Gary Olsen, and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting(s): 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Ehster to Approve the Tourism Meeting Minutes of July 20, 
2020 as presented.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

3. Possible Contract with the Mosinee Area Chamber of Commerce: 
 

Mr. Olsen explained the proposed contract with the Mosinee Area Chamber of 
Commerce to the Commission.  Since we no longer have a contract with the CVB, Mr. 
Olsen believes it would be beneficial for the Tourism Commission to partner with the 
Mosinee Area Chamber of Commerce to satisfy Wis. Stat. § 66.0615.  This contract 
would make the Mosinee Area Chamber of Commerce the entity we would contract with 
to foster tourism promotion for the Village of Rothschild.  The City of Mosinee currently 
utilizes the Mosinee Area Chamber of Commerce to provide these same services for 
them from the room tax.  The contract would be for $10,000.00 and would be for one 
year, 2021.  The Chamber is very excited to have this opportunity to provide these 
services for us.  Mr. Olsen suggested removing the last sentence in line 13 
“Enforcement”. 
 
Motioned by Brula/Mortensen to sign into Contract with the Mosinee Area 
Chamber of Commerce for 1 year for $10,000.00 with the Proposed Change.  
Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

4. Consideration of Motion to Adjourn to Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 
Section 19.85 (1)(e) to Deliberate Regarding a Possible Future Lease Agreement: 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/McEwen to Adjourn to Closed Session at 3:15 p.m.  Roll 
call vote: Deb Ehster – Aye; Dave Brula – Aye; Dan Mortensen – Aye; Craig McEwen 
– Aye; and Village President George Peterson – Aye.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

5. Motion to Reconvene into Open Session and Take Any Action of Items Discussed in 
Closed Session: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Brula to Return to Open Session at 4:01 p.m.  Questioned 
and carried 5:0. 
 
No Action Taken at this Time. 
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6. Discussion and Possible Action Regarding Funding Request from Wausau Children’s 
Museum: 
 
Mr. Olsen explained that the Wausau Children’s Museum has to relocate from its current 
location in the Wausau Mall.  We would like to see them relocate to the Cedar Creek 
Mall.  Mr. Olsen is working with the Cedar Creek Mall owner and the Director of the 
Wausau Children’s Museum to see if this can be accomplished.  The issue is the Museum 
was heavily subsidized to be in Wausau, so they need funding to move to the Cedar 
Creek area.  Mr. Olsen believes having the Museum in the Cedar Creek area would help 
promote tourism and bring more foot traffic to the mall.  Here is the information 
regarding the usage of the Museum: 

• The Museum averages approximately 20,000 visitors a year. 
• The following events are sponsored each year by the Museum: 

➢ January: Winterfest (As a community partner with Wausau Events) – 400 
people. 

➢ Easter Egg Hunt – 300 people. 
➢ May: Mother-Son Dance – 200 people. 
➢ June-August: Outdoor Summer of Fun.  10-14 different outdoor events 

during the summer that incorporates one or more categories of STEAM and 
active play at each event – 250 people per event. 

➢ October: Harvestfest (As a community partner with Wausau Events) – 500 
people. 

➢ October: Monster Bash (Halloween dance/STEAM activities) – 200 people. 
➢ Cookies, Cocoa & Crafts with Santa – 200 people. 
➢ Noon Year’s Eve – 400 people. 

• If they had more space, the following events could take place:   
➢ Both the Mother-Son Dance and the Halloween Dance ticket sales have been 

capped in their current space due to the number of visitors on-site all at 
once. These dances sell out annually. With a larger space to reinvent some of 
the activities that accompany these events, it is believed they could easily 
double the attendance to 400 people for each event. 

➢ Noon Year’s Eve is their most popular signature event and grows each year. 
A larger space is needed. It is estimated that at least 500 people would then 
attend this event. 

➢ They have discussed reimagining and adding to the Cookies, Cocoa & Crafts 
with Santa Event if they had a much larger space and sponsorship. With the 
ideas they have, this event has the potential to take place over a full weekend 
and could span more than one weekend depending on if it is a ticketed event 
or general admission. Estimated attendance could be 1000+ people. 

➢ Wisconsin Science Festival - mid-October. They have participated in this 
statewide event on a small scale. It can be one event for a couple of hours, or 
it could be held over a period of several days and has great potential to draw 
lots of people if they had the space to set up outdoor science events.  They 
could also partner with like-minded community organizations to partner in 
one space or hold this on a weekday and partner with area schools for a field 
trip. Estimated Attendance depends on the target audience (general public or 
schools) 250-1000+ people. 
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➢ They have been asked to put on a Mother-Daughter Special Event. Estimated 
attendance: 200-400 people. 

➢ Princess and Superhero Party - Estimated attendance: 500-1000 people. 
➢ With open space greater than 10,000 sq ft, there is the opportunity to bring 

in traveling exhibits typically seen only at larger children’s and science 
museums. Significant funding is needed for these events, but space provides 
the opportunity. Estimated attendance: 10,000+ people. 

➢ These are just a few ideas. If the space is available and sponsorships are 
obtained, there are so many future possibilities. 

 
Mr. Olsen discussed the use of room tax money as a possible funding option to bring the 
museum to the Cedar Creek area to help bolster tourism in our area.   
 
Motioned by Mortensen/Ehster to Approve a 3-year Contract with the Wausau 
Children’s Museum not to exceed $50,000.00 per Year or a Percent Difference 
Prorated Down Based Off All Grants Submitted.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

7. Report from the Tourism Marketing Director: 
 
Tourism Marketing Director gave an update of her Department. 

• “Battle in the Ring” Boxing Event:  Will be rescheduling in 2021 as soon as 
officials have the green light to start traveling again through the U.S.A. Boxing – 
There will be 400-500 in attendance for this one-day event.  Lodging is 
contracted through the Holiday Inn and event venue contracted through the 
Central Wisconsin Convention & Expo Center.  Signed contract was originally 
received on March 9th, 2020.  This event is hosted by Rising Son MMA, U.S. 
Boxing and Fight Promotions  

• Farmers Market Friday Recap:  The Village of Rothschild and the Cedar Creek 
Mall hosted Farmers Market Fridays from June 6th – October 23rd inside the 
Cedar Creek Mall from 11:00 am - 4:00 pm weekly.  Even with a pandemic year 
and issues with the management, we experienced positive foot traffic for its first 
year running.  2021: – Leanna decided to make a few changes to enhance the 
market and create a better atmosphere for both the vendors and consumers.  
Location: The Pavilion.  Provides indoor and outdoor (wooded area and 
diagonal street parking area) opportunities, electricity access, and increased 
usage of the Pavilion on a weekday.  Market Day: The market will now occur on 
Wednesdays (June 14th-September 24th) from 3 pm - 7 pm for increase foot 
traffic from parents picking up children from the pool as well as people who are 
down with work for the day. 

• The Sounders Concert:  This band is heavily popular in the Hmong community 
and is expected to bring in over 2,000 in attendance (a majority of which 
travelling across state lines) having a huge impact on our restaurants and hotels 
for the event.  The event will be held at the CWC+EC.  Leanna is currently 
working with Yee Leng Xiong to set up sound/lighting logistics as well as 
deciding on a date for the event.  This event will likely take place either towards 
the end of 2021 or summer of 2022.  
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• Explore Rothschild Marketing Campaign:  Leanna is currently working on a 
pamphlet regarding tourism related activities and lodging to be distributed 
across the state (including 8 WI DOT interstate rest areas). 

• Snowmobile Trails:  Leanna is currently working with the ATC, the Rothschild 
Urbanaires (local snowmobile club), and the county to get the snowmobile trail 
back up and running through the cedar creek area.  By doing this, travelling 
snowmobilers will regain access to our restaurants and hotels.  She would like to 
have the new trails open by the 2021-2022 snowmobile season. 
 

8. Review of the 2020 Budget to Actual: 
 
Mr. Olsen presented the Budget to Actual Report for 2020 to the Commission. 
 

9. Approval of the 2021 Budget: 
 
Mr. Olsen presented the 2021 Budget to the Commission for Approval. 
 
Motioned by Mortensen/McEwen to Approve the 2021 Tourism Budget as 
Presented.  Questioned and carried 5:0. 
 

10. Adjourn: 
 
Motioned by McEwen/Brula to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 5:0. Meeting 
adjourned at 4:52 p.m. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


